Perhaps it seems abrupt, but it 
felt right to end part one with this 
Volume. The next book will begin 
Part two. In a sense, though, I 
don't think Naruto needs бо be 
broken up into parts... Anyway, 
stay with me, folks! 


—Masashi Kishimoto, 2005 


Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural 
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college, 
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his 
manga Karakuri (Mechanism). Kishimoto decided ro base his 
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of 
Naruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits; 
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in 
1999, quickly became the most popular ninja manga in Japan. 
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Kakashi's Master, Tsunade Jiraiya 


Twelve years ago a destructive nine-tailed fox spirit. 
attacked the ninja village of Konohagakure. The Hokage, 


lor village champion, defeated the fox by sealing its soul 
into the body of a baby boy. That boy is Naruto, once 
the bane of the Konohagakure Ninja Academy. Despite 
the rough start, he and his friends, Sasuke and Sakura, 
successfully join the ranks of the ninja. 


During the Chünin Selection Exams, they are attacked 
by Orochimaru, who vanishes only after he places a 
[curse mark on Sasuke. Halfway through the third exam, 
however, Orochimaru and his henchmen launch Oper: 
tion Destroy Konoha! The attack is thwarted when the 
Third Hokage sacrifices his life. After a deadly battle with 
Orochimaru, Tsunade becomes the Fifth Hokage. 


Lured by the power of Orochimaru, Sasuke departs 
Konoha in the company of the Sound Four. In pursuit of 
Sasuke, Shikamaru and his team weather desperate 
battles. Naruto clashes violently with Sasuke but he fails 
ко stop his frien 
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MANGA ARTISTS HARDLY HAVE TIME TO GO OUT. THE REASON? EVERY 
WEEK, A NEW DEADLINE, IT'5 A PRETTY DEMANDING LINE OF WORK. 


THUS | KEEP DECLINING INVITATIONS, CONSEQUENTLY, | KEEP SHEDDING 
FRIENDS. AT THIS POINT, MY ASSISTANTS ARE PRETTY MUCH ALL | HAVE 
LEFT. 


AS FOR MY WORK, | SPEND FOUR DAYS ALONE, CONJURING UP PLOTS (A 
PROCESS CALLED "NAME"). THIS PART IS DIFFERENT FROM THE DRAW- 
ING, IN THAT UNLESS І COME UP WITH AN IDEA, | CAN'T MOVE FORWARD, 
ONCE | DO FIND SOMETHING, I THEN SPEND THREE DAYS DRAWING IT. 
THING 15, SOMETIMES IT TAKES SIX DAYS TO SORT OUT A PLOT. WHEN 
THAT HAPPENS, МЕ GOT ONLY A DAY LEFT TO DRAW, SO | HAVE TO LEAN 
HEAVILY ON MY ASSISTANTS TO MAKE THE DEADLINE. 


EVEN THEN | STILL HAVE TO GENERATE A WHOLE ROUGH DRAFT MYSELF, 
WHICH DOESN'T HELP MUCH. THE KEY TO SPEEDING THINGS ALONG IS IN 
FINALIZING THE DRAFT WITH PEN. THE SIMPLER CHARACTERS THAT USE 
FEWER LINES Му ASSISTANTS CAN CLEAN UP FOR ME. THAT SAID, І 
HAVEONLY ONE ASSISTANT WHO CAN IMITATE MY STYLE OF DRAWING, SO 
THE TWO OF US HAVE TO HANDLE MOST OF THE "BIG" WORK, 


WHERE WE REALLY RUN INTO TROUBLE, ESPECIALLY WHEN WE'RE BEHINC 
SCHEDULE, IS WHEN NARUTO CONJURES UP A MASS OF SHADOW DOP- 
PELGANGERS, FOR INSTANCE, TAKE A PEEK AT VOL. 23, PAGES 64-65, 
NARUTO 15 PLASTERED EVERYWHERE, ALL OVER A TWO-PAGE SPREAD, 
THE TWO OF US DIVIDED THE WORK AND DREW LIKE MADMEN. WE WERE 
CUTTING SO CLOSE TO THE DEADLINE, WE HAD TO FULL ALL-NIGHTERS. 
THE MOMENT WE FINISHED THESE TWO PAGES, MY ASSISTANT COL- 
LAPSED AND FELL ASLEEP. THE THING IS, THOUGH, WE STILL HAD OTHER 
FAGES TO COMPLETE, 5O HE COULD ONLY TAKE A GUICK NAP! AT TIMES 
LIKE THIS, | MENTALLY APOLOGIZE FOR HIS SUFFERING, AND HOPING TO 
SOFTEN THE TENSION, | SEARCH FOR SOMETHING TO LIVEN THE WORK- 
PLACE... FOR INSTANCE, SHOCK THERAPY. SO THAT DAY, WHILE HE WAS 
NAPPING, | PHOTOCOPIED THE TWO-fAGE SPREAD AND SPLATTERED INK 
ALL OVERITASIF BY ACCIDENT... 
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"ALSO TOOK CARE ТО PERFECT THE PRESENTATIONBY 

MAKING SURETHAT MOST ALL THE SHADOW DOPPEL CANCERS 
WE DREW WERE RUINED BY THE JET-BLACK INK, WHEN МУ 
ASSISTANT WOKE FROM HIS NAP, THE FIRST WORDS OUT OF 
HIS MOUTH WERE "WHAT THE. 2" 
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